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Oxnard at the turn of the century 


THE CARNEGIE LIBRARY OF OXNARD 
By Emilie Ritchen 


In 1906 Oxnard was a young, ambitious and energetic com- 
munity. It had only been in existence since 1898 and was incor- 
porated in 1903. The residents were people who wanted to make 
this their permanent home: a place to bring up their families in 
an environment that would not only provide the necessities of 
life such as comfortable homes and a means of livelihood, but 
would also contribute to their cultural needs. They realized that 
the first step to meeting the latter was to establish a free library 
where people could obtain the required reading materials and 
which would also serve as a cultural center. 

This was a fortunate time for small growing communities 
whose dreams and visions of the future were large and ambi- 
tious, but whose means to fulfill those plans were quite lim- 
ited. In those years there was a benevolent multimillionaire, 
Andrew Carnegie, who had immigrated to the United States and 
made a vast fortune in the steel industry. He was very grateful 
for all the opportunities that he had received in this country, 
and wanted to share some of his financial success for the 
betterment of its people. To show that appreciation he created 
endowment funds to be given to universities and to help build 
free public libraries throughout the country. 
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OXNARD, VENTURA COUNTY 


Opposite the Plaza, at apex of homes 


Mr. Carnegie was a generous man, but he was also a canny 
Scotsman who wanted to be sure that his gifts would be used 
properly. Certain requirements and guarantees had to be met 
by the cities requesting his assistance. Fortunately Oxnard had 
some leaders who were good business men too and also had a 
great deal of foresight. Two of the leaders in the movement to 
obtain a library were Richard B. Haydock, who was the mayor 
at that time, and Isaac W. Stewart who was the city attorney. 
Mr. Haydock was an educator and a man with great drive and 
persuasion.’ Before making their request to Mr. Carnegie, these 
men and the other members of the Board of the Council had 
investigated the necessary requirements to obtain the desired 
grant. They drew up the proper resolutions, and put into action 
all the work of acquiring deeds and other documents to insure 
the acceptance of their request for financial assistance. 


REQUIREMENTS 
Ist The city must provide the site for the proposed library. 
They found the ideal place; and to quote from a newspaper 
dated February 9, 1906, “The Board of the Council has ac- 
quired the most sightly and convenient location in the entire 
town.” The lots that they wanted were owned by the 
Colonial Improvement Co. and a Mr. Cryer of Los Angeles. 
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His property was purchased with city funds. Henry T. 
Oxnard and some of his close associates, who were part of 
the Colonial Improvement Co., donated their share of the 
property; and the other members of that company were paid 
from the city treasury.” 

2nd The city must pledge their support of the library pro- 
ject by not less than $1,000 a year. In anticipation of this 
requirement the Council passed a resolution to levy an 
annual tax of not less than $1,000 for the support of the 
library, and to increase the amount as the town and the 
need grew. 

3rd The city should provide funding for the furnishings of 
the proposed building. This money was subscribed by the 
following gentlemen: Thomas A. Rice; Sam W. Wineman; 
Achille Levy; James A. Donlon and the Lehmann brothers.’ 
All of the documents and resolutions were sent to Mr. 


Carnegie who in turn agreed to give $10,000 for the building 
project. An architect, Franklin P. Burnham, was hired to draw 
up the plans for the library,’ and they were put out for bid. 
The lowest bid was that of Thomas H. Carroll, and even his 
figure was over the estimate.’ So once again they approached 
Mr. Carnegie, and he agreed to contribute an additional $2,000.’ 
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New building behind hitching rails 


Construction began and as one newspaper article records, “Mr. 
Haydock checked on the excavation and foundation every day to 
be sure that it would be strong enough to stand for all time.” 
As far as the actual work was concerned, this was not the easi- 
est time to do any building in California. On April 18, 1906 
San Francisco had been devastated by an earthquake and fire; 
and there was a great demand for materials and workmen to re- 
build that city. Finally the building stood completed, and a 
celebration was held on the evening of May 15, 1907. While 
this was a formal dedication, it was intended to be a simple 
affair; and in one article a statement is found requesting that 
the men not wear dress attire and that the ladies not don 
evening gowns. A quotation from the speech of the Mayor, 
Samuel B. Bagnall, best expresses the sentiments of the time: 

Liberal as was Mr. Carnegie’s donation, such as it should be 
and is appreciated, glad as I am to acknowledge our obliga- 
tion to him for his generosity: still, my friends, I sincerely 
hope there will be no question in your minds as to the hon- 
esty of my words when I say that I feel greater pride in the 
part that you yourselves have played. You have contributed 
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Business builds a bigger city. 


just as cheerfully and far more liberally in proportion to 

your means, and your obligations have only just begun.° 

The main floor of the building was to be used as a library 
and the basement area was to become the city hall. By 1917 
there was talk about adding on to the building; but it was not 
until 1923 that the expansion was made, making the space twice 
the size of the original facility. The years passed and Oxnard 
made a rather slow yet steady growth. Then came World War 
II. From there on the town began to grow more rapidly, and 
both the library and the city hall were crowded to capacity. By 
1950 something had to be done. It is difficult to believe that the 
basement area still housed the offices of the City Clerk, City 
Treasurer, Water Department, Engineering Department and City 
Manager, and the Council chamber. 

The city purchased the old Roosevelt School on Third Street 
and converted it into a city hall, leaving the basement of the 
library building for expansion of its facilities. Partitions were 
removed (there was some structural reinforcement necessary due 
to their absence) it was painted and new floor covering layed 
throughout. It was also at this time that the circular stairway 
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was removed, thereby giving more floor space on the main floor 
and eliminating a hazard. In February 1950 the new children’s 
room and auditorium in the basement were opened. This project 
was anticipated: the money for the necessary work was on hand; 
and no additional tax was required for the project. 

The town was now growing by leaps and bounds, and 
building could not be expanded further; so the new Oxnard 
Public Library was built and opened in 1963. Buildings are 
very much like people. They have their own personalities, they 
have their own aura and this old one always radiated warmth 
and friendliness. It was filled with memories of people and 
events of times past, and it was with very mixed emotions that 
the move was made to the new building. For a time the 
building was the home of the Chamber of Commerce and the Art 
Club. Then came the fateful news that the structure was unsafe 
and could no longer be used unless it was reinforced, etc. For a 
time we who loved this majestic monument feared that it would 
be destroyed. But through the understanding and hard work of 
many people, it was saved and now has come back to be an 
active cultural center once again. 
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FOOTNOTES 


In later years R. B. Haydock became head of elementary education, and one 
of the schools bears his name. He also served on the Board of Trustees from 
1911 until shortly before his death in 1959. 
$900 was paid to Cryer of the $3,400 price of the site. Mr. Oxnard and his 
associates donated $1,861.63. $638.37 was paid to the other Colonial 
Improvement Co. members which included Mrs. Arnetta Rice Hill. 
The furnishings along with the doors of the vault and the furnace cost 
$1,000. The subscription raised $750: Mr. Rice, $250; Mr. Wineman, $100; 
Mr. Levy, $150; Mr. Donlon, $150; and Lehman Bros., $100. 
R. B. Haydock, Esq. February 13, 1906 
Oxnard, California 
Dear Sir: 
Responding to your communication on behalf of the City of Oxnard, if the 
city agrees by resolution of council to maintain a free public library at a 
cost of not less than one thousand dollars a year and provide a suitable 
site for the building, Mr. Carnegie will be glad to give ten thousand dollars 
to erect a free public library. 

Respectfully yours, 

Jas. Bertram, Private Secretary 
R. B. Haydock, Esq. March 1, 1906 
Oxnard, California 
Dear Sir: 
Yours of February 21st received. Mr. Carnegie has instructed his cashier, 
Mr. R. A. Franks, Home Trust Company, Hoboken, New Jersey to honor the 
calls of the authorities of the City of Oxnard, California for sums needed to 
complete their library building as the work progresses to the extent of 
$10,000. Please communicate with Mr. Franks hereafter. 

Respectfully yours, 

Jas. Bertram, Private Secretary 


The architect’s fee was $692.75. 
The building contract was $13,855; the cost was $16,016. 
The Board was seeking $5,000! 


Citizens contributed $1,370. Extra assessments for the contractor of $309.43 
and on the foundations of $250, and improvements around the grounds of 
$300 were additional. 
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FRAY FERMIN DE LASUEN RETURNS 
TO THE OLD MISSION 


By Msgr. Francis J. Weber 


San Buenaventura was in its infancy when Fermin Fran- 
cisco de Lasuen assumed direction of the California missions in 
1785, following the death of Junipero Serra who had designated 
Francisco Palou as acting president in that event. For four 
years Fray Lasuen’s shadow hovered prominently over the spirit- 
ual destinies of the ‘Mission by the Sea’. The Spanish-born friar 
made his first official visitation as Padre Presidente to San 
Buenaventura in January of 1791 on the Feast of the Epiphany 
when he conferred the Sacrament of Confirmation on 380 per- 
sons, nearly all of whom were Indians. He returned the follow- 
ing June 5th and confirmed another 35 candidates. Two years 
later in November, Fray Lasuen’s name appears again in the 
register books. He also came in February, September and 
November of 1794. His faculty for administering that sacra- 
ment, granted by Pope Pius VI, expired the following year. 

A kindly and gracious man, Fray Lasuen was considerably 
more popular than his Mallorcan predecessor. Captain George 
Vancouver, whom Lasuen met in 1792 at San Carlos Borromeo 
in the Carmel Valley, was greatly impressed by the friar’s gentle 
manner, noting that he was fitted “in an eminent degree for pre- 
siding over so benevolent an institution” as the California mis- 
sions. It was that English seaman who immortalized Fray 
Lasuen in California nomenclature by bestowing his name on 
two points in the Bay of San Pedro, Point Fermin and Point 
Lasuen. 

See the article on the English commander by his biographer entitled 
*Vancouver’s visit to Ventura” by Mabelle B. McGuire in the November 
1965 Quarterly (XI, 1, 2-7). It is based on the original account by the 


navigator himself in his Voyage of discovery to the north Pacific Ocean and 
around the world. 
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Fray Fermin occupied the presidency of the missions for 18 
long and arduous years, during which time he established nine 
additional frontier outposts along El Camino Real. The appear- 
ance of the Eighteenth Century missions, as they are seen today, 
dates from Fray Lasuen’s time: the older buildings were ex- 
panded and sturdier ones were erected. His writings were pub- 
lished in two volumes by the Academy of American Franciscan 
History in 1965; and eight years later the Rev. Francis F. Guest 
completed his definitive Fermin Francisco de Lasuen: a biog- 
raphy. 


Research by Russell A. Ruiz indicates that Fray Fermin Francisco de 
Lasuen was a Basque, pockmarked and only pictured once, a scene in 
which he is not clearly distinguished from two other friars. 
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The larger-than-life size statue of the friar, which will long 
vivify his memory at San Buenaventura, was fabricated early in 
1960 as an adornment for the central administration building of 
Fermin Lasuen High School, situated on a promontory about two 
miles from Point Fermin. Fashioned from a monochromatic 
fibreglass substance, the twelve-foot statue was a familiar land- 
mark in Palos Verdes for almost two decades, even after the 
closing of the seventeen-acre campus at the conclusion of the 
1971 academic year. 

Early in 1979 Timothy Cardinal Manning, the Roman Cath- 
olic Archbishop of Los Angeles, suggested to the Little Sisters of 
the Poor, whose new Home for the Aged was about to be opened 
at Palos Verdes, that the statue of Lasuen be given to San 
Buenaventura Mission as a prelude to its bicentennial. And so 
it was that the second President returned again to the Poinsettia 
City on April 16, 1979. Now firmly affixed to the facade of the 
old Washington Hotel, Padre Lasuen peers down from his an- 
chorage upon visitors to the old mission. 
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A SENATOR’S LETTER 
By Thomas R. Bard 


Hueneme, Cal. 
January 17, 1913 
Mrs. Myrtle Shepherd Francis 
Ventura, Cal. 
Dear Mrs. Shepherd: 

You asked me in your letter of June 17th to locate the 
places which I mentioned in a former letter. | kept no record of 
my letter and will trust again to my memory. 

Tajia bridge This spanned the only barranca' that is on 
The Avenue, North of Ventura. The name is preserved in an old 
memorandum that I have, giving the names of subscribers to a 
fund intended for the building of the Tajia bridge in 1865. 
On a map of the school district the barranca is called Arroyo” 
San Juan. 

Olive orchard of San Jose This was on the farm of 
Mr. A. D. Barnard at the mouth of Canada Larga. Several old 
olive trees were standing and yielding fruit in 1865, and for 
several years afterwards. They were on the edge of the mesa, or 
second table above the valley. 

Vineyard of Santa Gertrudis This was old mission 
property; and in 1865 there was a small adobe® house on the 
place, and a few old pear trees on the left side of the road as one 
travelled to Ojai and on the bank above the river bed. It was 
situated on Rancho Canada Larga and near the farm house of 
F. R. Burchett, but probably on land marked on the map of Mill 
District as belonging to Anselmo Canet. The vineyard was on 
the East of the road. 

San Martin was the name of part of Rancho San Francisco, 
a few miles East of Camulos on the North side of the old road; 
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but I believe the road now is changed and runs along the foot of 
the hills, on the North side of San Martin. 

Ponoms or Ponoma This is the name of a little lake, 
now almost dry, situated on Rancho El Rio de Santa Clara o La 
Colonia and on a parcel formerly belonging to A. Clemmins, 
Subdivision 14 or Subdivision 19. A _ street of Hueneme, 
Ponoma, was named so to perpetuate the old Indian name; but it 
is sometimes attributed to a printer’s mistake and is supposed to 
mean Pomona. The name appears on the old Mexican diseno‘* 
of La Colonia. 

El Volcan was the old name of a place on Tapo Ranch, 
immediately South of the Tapo Ranch house, where there were 
active mud ‘volcanoes’. 

The old padres’ mill, West of the hill on which the old 
brick schoolhouse in Ventura stands. A. J. Harrington, the 
blacksmith, ran the mill for a while in 1864-65 and used to tell 
the story of the shutting off of the water from the mill by a 
drunken Indian who fell in the sanja> and dammed the water. 
Harrington was an eccentric who had a silver plate in his skull, 
but was harmless. 

La Mojonera (The Monument) is an old Indian landmark, 
composed of a large pile of stones which forms a monument in 
the boundary corner of Ranchos Calleguas, Conejo and Guada- 
lasca. It was evidently on a trail through the pass® in the 
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mountains; and according to tradition, it was the custom for 
every Indian who passed that way to add a stone to the pile and 
that it also marked the boundary of territory occupied by differ- 
ent tribes of Indians. 

Old Indian burial grounds One at Point Mugu was 
explored by Dr. Stephen Bowers; and many of the relics were 
sent by him to the Smithsonian Institute. 

Indian Camps _ Several were observed in the sand dunes 
along the seashore at and near Point Hueneme, indicated by 
great collections of clam shells, pestles and mortars, beads and 
stones evidently used for heating water. It is understood that 
the native race subsisted on sea food, and were accustomed to go 
out into the channel and even to the islands in their boats, 
which returning were driven by currents and wind to Point 
Hueneme where they camped for a while. Dr. [Irving] Taylor, 
formerly of Goleta, who is said to have acquired the language of 
the Indians,’ is authority for the statement that Hueneme means 
a ‘Resting Place’ and refers to the habit of the Indians coming 
there as the most convenient landing place upon returning from 
a cruise to the islands. 

Yours very truly, 
Thomas R. Bard 
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Senator Thomas R. Bard 
FOOTNOTES 


1. ravine, especially in Ventura and Santa Barbara Counties. 
2. stream. 

3. sun-dried brick. 

4. map of a land grant. 

D. zanja = ditch, i.e. millrace. 

6. Conejo Grade. 
7. an ethno-historian. 
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